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Arboretum Offers Free Admission in January  
 
Chanhassen, MN (Dec. 19, 2014) – In 2015, resolve to take time for yourself – to nourish your body, mind and 
spirit – through the rejuvenating power of nature.  The research is irrefutable: Spending time in nature is a healing, 
energizing experience and the winter season – with its snow-covered landscapes and quiet beauty – especially 
invites contemplation and peace.   
 
You can explore winter's beauty with a visit to the Arboretum, which is offering free gate admission to all visitors 
every day in January 2015! (A savings of $12 per person).  
 
Here are 31 reasons to visit the Arboretum in January:  

 
1. Free admission every day in January for you, your family and friends. 
2. Sixteen miles of trails for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.  Plus, snowshoe rentals ($6 for first 

hour, $4 thereafter)!   
3. Say hi to winter wildlife - wild turkeys, woodpeckers, tree sparrows, snow buntings, juncos and even a 

hardy robin or two.  Most are visible through the spacious Arboretum Restaurant windows. 
 

4. Free yoga session!  Noon on Jan. 1 & 18, in the Fireplace Room, Snyder Building. Registration required: 
www.arboretum.umn.edu/yoga.aspx.  

5. Magnificent Orchid Tree on display in Great Hall of Visitor Center from Jan. 13 through Feb. 8.  
6. Bring the kids for "Plant Partnerships” during Weekend Family Fun at the Learning Center every 

Saturday and Sunday afternoon in January. Free!  Learn how migrating and non-migrating species find 
sustenance in winter.  

7. Excelsior Farmers Market comes to the Arboretum's Oswald Visitor Center, Saturday, Jan. 3, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Shop for preserves, pickles, cheese, honey, handicrafts and more, all from local vendors.  

8. Join curator Susan Thurston-Hamerski on a snowshoe hike to Harrison Sculpture Garden on Saturday, 
Jan. 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow-up with a hot beverage and conversation in the Restaurant.  $29 
member/ $39 non-member.  Bring snowshoes or rent at the Visitor Center. Register at 
www.arboretum.umn.edu/eventsprograms.aspx or call 612-301-1210.   

9. Take a free Winter Wonders bus ride on Three-Mile Drive every Saturday in January.  Departs at noon 
and 1:30 p.m. from the Oswald Visitor Center. Check in at the Visitor Center Info Desk.  

10. Walk the groomed paths through the perennial and wildflower gardens and seeing nature's handiwork in 
the intricate bark patterns on birch, coffee trees and more.  Enjoy the dramatic settings - bright red 
berries, red osier dogwood, vivid conifers against the snowy white backdrop.   

11. Check out the “Best of the Arboretum” exhibit and sale by Arboretum Photographers Society, Jan. 8-
April 5, in the Restaurant Gallery and the "Holiday Spirits" paintings in Reedy Gallery through Jan. 25.  

12. Tea Time!  Treat yourself to a traditional tea of sweets and savories in the charming Snyder Building Tea 
Room on Wednesday, Jan. 14, from 2:30 to 4 p.m.  $26/$29. Reserve at 612-626-3951 or visit 
www.arboretum.umn.edu/teatime.aspx.  

13. Sunday Supper – delicious comfort foods – is served family style in the Arboretum Restaurant every third 
Sunday of the month (Jan. 18). $17.99 (kids 8 and under eat free).   

14. Shop the Arboretum Gift Store for unique jewelry, home and garden décor, and books! January clearance 
runs Jan. 5-Feb. 1.  –more-  
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15. Knit and Stitch with the Arboretum Auxiliary.  Jan. 14 & 28 from 10 a.m. to noon.  Continues in 
February and March.  Bring your handiwork and learn new techniques.  First session in Carlson Dining 
Room; subsequent sessions in Fireplace Room. Call 612-625-9865 for more info.    

16. Learn techniques for snowshoeing on guided treks with Hoigaards staff on Friday, Jan. 23 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  They will supply snowshoes to try. Oswald Visitor Center. Co-sponsored by Hoigaard's and 
Tubbs.  
 

17. Complementary tastes of cider and hot chocolate from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Visitor Center, Jan.10-11, 
17-18, 24-25.  

 
18. More guided snowshoe treks at 11 a.m. on Saturdays Jan. 10, 17 and 31.  Bring your snowshoes or rent 

them at Visitor Center.  
 

19. Master your photo-editing skills with "Learning Lightroom to Improve Your Photography" from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Bring your DSLR camera and laptop. $65/ $80. 
 

20. Join in a guided cross-country ski trek at 10:30 a.m. on Jan. 24!   
 

21. Free wi-fi!  Bring your laptop and relax in the Restaurant.... your home away from home. 
 

22. Bring the kids for StoryTime every Thursday at 10:30 a.m. in Andersen Horticultural Library.  
 

23. While in the library, open up a few gardening books and catalogs and imagine the possibilities for your 
2015 garden.  Also run your fingers over the handcrafted wood furniture by master furniture-maker 
George Nakashima and marvel at its beauty.  

 
24. Sip hot chocolate by the Restaurant fireplace and tackle one of our jigsaw puzzles.   

 
25. Visit Marion Andrus Learning Center and enjoy the kid-friendly exhibits. Experience the Green Play 

Yard in its winter beauty. 
 

26. Walk the new Pine Walk on Three-Mile Drive and marvel at the beauty of this nationally acclaimed 
collection.  

 
27. Enjoy a leisurely Sunday breakfast every Sunday through mid-March.  

 
28. Check out the Arboretum Japanese Garden - the epitome of winter serenity.   

 
29.  “Winter is for the Birds”!  Check out the birdhouses and birdseed at the Arboretum Gift Store. 

 
30. Feed your garden fever!  Take the four-part class series "Creating a Home Landscape to Love and 

Enjoy!" from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31 (also Feb. 14, 28 and March 14). Taught by Jim 
Calkins. $139 member/ $155 non-member. Reserve at www.arboretum.umn.edu/eventsprograms.aspx.  

 
31. Renew your Arboretum membership or become a first-time Arboretum member.  With each renewal or 

new membership, receive two free VIP admission passes!  Memberships start at $49. Benefits include 
admission reciprocity at arboreta and gardens around the country. 

 
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the largest public garden in the Upper Midwest and a premier northern arboretum, is part of the 
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences at the University of Minnesota and developed as a community and national 
resource for horticultural and environmental information, research, and public education. It is located nine miles west of I-494 on Highway 
5 in Chanhassen.  —END— 

 


